
www.elmiracurlingclub.ca     @elmiracurling        Elmira & District Curling Club 

 
 October 2017 NEWSLETTER 
 

Upcoming events 
2017 

Nov. 4 - Glow in the Dark 
Bonspiel 

Nov. 20 to 25 - Home Hardware  

Nov. 29 - Masters (60+) BIG 
Cheese Bonspiel 

2018 

Jan. 6 - Chocolate Lovers 
Ladies Bonspiel 

Jan. 27 - Men's Striploin Classic 

Feb. 2 to 4 - Elmira OJCT U18 
Bonspiel 

Feb. 24 - Ribs 'n Schnitz Mixed 
Bonspiel 

March 3 - Men's Texas BBQ 

March 10 - Broom Sticks & 
Glow Sticks Bonspiel 

April 7 - Maple Syrup Mixed 
Bonspiel 

Please visit the website for 
more details on upcoming 

events! 

 
 

 
Look for our rink board ad at the 

hockey arena this season. 

The Prez says… 
 
Welcome members. They say that life is sweeter in Elmira, 
not only in April when the Maple Syrup festival is on, but also 
in October because curling is BACK baby!  I hope your first 
few slides were wobble-free and your league play has gotten 
off to a great start.    
 
The hot summer temps lingered almost into October this year 

– whew! A lot of hard work went into getting our ice rink ready and it looks 
amazing! Special thanks to our tireless ice tech Rob Shaw and all the volunteers 
who made it happen, despite 30-degree temperatures outside and beam-dripping 
humidity in the rink.  
 
I’m pleased to report that our membership numbers have increased compared to 
this time last year. We have just over 270 adult members, many of them 
relatively new to our Club. Did you know that approximately 100 members have 
been with the Club for 3 years or less? I wish extend a very warm welcome to our 
34 new members. I encourage you to get involved and if you have good ideas, 
bring them forward!  
 
As per the newly approved By-laws, we now have 9 directors instead of 12 as we 
begin a journey towards more committee-based operations. Lorne MacKinnon, 
Ryan Marshall, Melody Martin and Donna Trimble have stepped down from the 
Board and I would like to say a huge THANK YOU for all your hard work in 
making our Club so awesome. I would also like to welcome Kim Thompson to the 
Board as our new Secretary. 
 
We have an exciting year ahead.  I will be working with the executive and 
members to continue to advance our priorities. To name a few:  

- Reviewing the state of our facilities and equipment so we can plan for, 
and finance future updates. 
- Continuing to focus on governance, creating committees & policies, and 

getting more members involved in our operations. 
- Continuing to communicate with members through various channels so 
everyone knows what's going on around here!  

 
On that note, I will let you enjoy the rest of this very informative newsletter. Feel 
free to reach out to me with your comments and look forward to speaking with 
you during the year.  
Good curling!  
 
 

Paul Fusari, President, Elmira & District Curling Club 

http://www.elmiracurlingclub.ca/
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Welcome to our 34 brand new Club 
members 
 

We hope you have a great season! 
 

Barbara Bailey 

Ralph Bailey 

Dave Brown 

Sarah de Waal 

Jackson Draper 

Greg Ernest 

Matt Ethier 

Katharine Foster 

Omar Freeman 

Marci Geisler 

Kyle Henry 

Linden Imeson Jorna 

Frank Kosa 

Thomas Kraemer 

Marcos Kroker 

Duane Lindner 

Michelle Lui 

Donna McQuay 

Dan Martin 

Elizabeth Milne 

Meiyappan Nagappan 

Yannick Ng Man Sun 

Cameron Norris 

Josie Orso Simon 

Dean Post 

Patty Quackenbush 

Lindsey Quinn 

Hillary Reid 

Janet Scheuring 

Peter Scheuring 

   

  

  

  

  

Brent Taylor 

Eric Van de Lande 

Jeremy Vandenberg 

Ian Young 
 

 

And welcome back Julie Norris!  

 
 
 
Total membership  
 
Here’s a summary of how our Club has been 
growing over the last few seasons. 
 
 2017-

2018 

2016-

2017 

2015-

2016 

2014-

2015 

Full-time evening 248 236 238 191 

Full-time day 10 11 12 11 

Half-season 

(evening or day) 

15 11 3 20 

Lifetime 2 2 2 3 

TOTAL 275 260 255 225 
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Thank you to our Draw masters 
 
We appreciate your time and efforts this year. 
 
Sunday   Ken Salem 
Monday 6:30 p.m.  Andy Harbison 
Monday 8:30 p.m.   Allan Dickson 
Tuesday 9:30 a.m.  John Hrabi 
Tuesday 6:30 p.m.  Ryan Marshall 
Tuesday 8:30 p.m.   Rick Martin 
Wednesday 6:30 p.m.  Sandra Hanmer 
Wednesday 8:30 p.m.  Chris Pidgeon 
Thursday 9:30 a.m.   Dan Donaldson 
Thursday 6:30 p.m.  Stacey Verhaeghe 
Thursday 8:30 p.m.   Bob Johnson 
Friday 6:30 pm.  Don Mitchell 
Friday 8:30 p.m.  Paul Fusari 
 

2017/2018 Club bonspiels 
 
Our Club bonspiels have been scheduled for 
the season. Please visit our website for details 
on format and costs and who to contact if you’re 
interested in playing. On-line registration and 
payment is available. Dates are included on the 
first page of this newsletter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practice Ice 
 
The following ice times are available for 
members to use.  To reserve all or part of a time 
slot, email our Club Manager - Jennifer Lipp.  
To see if ice has already been booked, check 
the Club Calendar.   *Please do not book more 
than 3 sessions at a time to allow others to have 
a chance.  
 
 

Sundays 9 - 9:45 p.m. 4 
sheets 

no need to 
book 

Tuesdays 9:30 - 11:30 a.m. 2 
sheets 

no need to 
book 

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:30 
a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 

4 
sheets 

no need to 
book 

Tuesdays  8:30 - 10:30 p.m. 1 sheet email Jen to 
book  

Wednesdays 8:30 - 10:30 p.m.  1 sheet email Jen to 
book  

 
 
Exceptions:  
No evening practice ice on Tuesday, Nov. 21 
and Wednesday, Nov. 22 (Home Hardware). 
 
The Club is closed December 24 – January 1. 
 
No practice ice on Sunday, February 18 (Family 
Day) & Sunday, April 1 (Easter). 
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Lucky Draw 
 
Our Lucky Draw has started with proceeds 
going to ongoing improvements around the 
Club. There is a binder with every member’s 
name (separate page for 101 curlers) located at 
the bar and payment can be made to the 
bartender. One name is drawn each Tuesday 
night after 8:30 p.m. First draw is October 31. If 
that curler paid that week, they win half the pot. 
If they didn’t pay, the total gets carried over to 
the next week. 
 

 
 
2017 Home Hardware 
Bonspiel 

The Home Hardware 
Bonspiel, the annual inter-
club bonspiel, begins on 
November 20th.  This is a 

week-long event that provides a great 
opportunity to curl at various local clubs such as 
K-W Granite, Ayr, Fergus, Galt, Guelph, etc. 
with the finals taking place at this year’s host 
club Elora.   Last year, Elmira was well 
represented and four of our teams made it to 
the final day. 

Registration for this year’s event is now open 
and a sign-up sheet is posted at the Club. The 
deadline to register is Friday November 3rd so 
don’t delay!  You can find more information at 
the bonspiel website: 
www.homehardwarebonspiel.ca 

 

 
Get your duty completed early 
 
We are in need of volunteers for our upcoming 
bonspiels and events. Check the volunteer 
board in the downstairs hallway. Once your 
volunteer duty is completed you will be refunded 
your $100. 
 
Have you logged into our website? 
 
In addition to member's only content, all of our 
draw schedules are online, and you can easily 
view your upcoming games. Need a spare? 
This is the place to go - you can view spare lists 
and update your sparing availability. You can 
also search our online member's directory.  
Check it out! 
 
Reminder for spares 
 
If you recruit a spare who is not an Elmira Club 
member, please remind them there is a sign-in 
binder on the bar and they need to pay their 
$12.50 to the bartender at the end of their 
game. Thank you. 
 
Happy Hallowe’en from Thursday 6:30 p.m. 
Novice Social Group 

 

http://www.elmiracurlingclub.ca/
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Pro Shop update 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Welcome to the Elmira & District Curling Club's 
Pro Shop for the 2017/2018 curling season! 
 
We carry a wide range of curling products at 
member-friendly prices. The Pro-Shop 
cupboard is located in the lounge area to your 
left as you enter the lounge through the main 
entrance. You will find a selection of grippers, 
gloves and mitts, brooms and deliver devices, 
safety head gear and curling novelties at below 
retail pricing. We have a limited number of 
shoes and pants available but we do not stock 
these items as a general rule. We have 
established dealer accounts with Tournament 
Sports, Goldline, and Balance Plus. You can 
view products that we have available at the club 
or go to the curling websites for a list of all their 
products. If what you're looking for is not on 

display in the shop please speak with a pro-
shop representative and we can assist you. We 
have most draws covered with member 
volunteers but you can always arrange access 
by contacting the pro shop email address 
proshop@elmiracurlingclub.ca. 

During the week please see one of the 
following members for access to the pro-
shop or make arrangements with them to 
access the shop. 

 Sunday night coverage – Colleen 
Coghlin 

 Monday night – Linda Dickson,  

 Wednesday early – Virginia Henry until 
December  

 Wednesday late – Colleen Coglin 

 Friday – Robbie Smith and Jennifer 
Brown 

 Other leagues, please email 
proshop@elmiracurlingclub.ca to arrange 
a time to meet 

This is a volunteer run service that is provided 
mainly for the benefit of our members.  While 
we may not always be available to address your 
curling attire needs immediately, we would be 
happy to work with you to arrange for suitable 
times by dropping us an email through 
proshop@elmiracurlingclub.ca.  Just let us 
know what you are interested in purchasing and 
what night you curl. 

Thank you for your support of the Elmira Curling 
Club Pro Shop.

http://www.elmiracurlingclub.ca/
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Add our email to your safe list 

Depending on your 
provider, our email 
communications can 
sometimes be 
blocked or diverted 
into Junk or Spam 
folders.  

Make sure you are 
receiving our emails 

by adding president@elmiracurlingclub.ca and 
membership@elmiracurlingclub.ca to your Safe 
List, and regularily checking your Spam, Junk or 
Bulk Mail folder. 

 
 
Cash prizes elimination draw  

It's back!  Once 
again this 
season our 
Club will 
running an 
Elimination 
Draw as a 
fundraiser.  Tickets are $20 each and are 
available at the Club.  Only 400 tickets will be 
sold. 

Early bird prizes will be awarded beginning 
January 6.  There is a total of $3,100 in cash 
prizes, with a $1,000 grand prize! 

The final draw will be held April 14, 2018 at our 
year end party. Thank you for your support! 

 
Introducing our Special Events Committee 
 
A big welcome to Jennifer Brown, Donna 
Haskett, Rob Haskett, and Robbie Smith - our 
Special Events committee for this season!  This 
fab foursome (aka Team Fun) will be managing 
our Elimination Draw, organizing our year end 
party (April 14, 2018) and supporting bonspiel 
registrations on the website. You can contact 
them by emailing events@elmiracurlingclub.ca, 
or just say HI! 

 

 
 
 
Used books  
  
Thanks to everyone who buys and donates 
books. Please continue to bring in your used 
books and leave them on the bookshelf for your 
fellow Club members to purchase and enjoy.   

 

http://www.elmiracurlingclub.ca/
mailto:president@elmiracurlingclub.ca
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Your 2017-2018 Board of Directors 
 

President Paul Fusari 

Vice-President Andy Harbison 

Secretary Kim Thompson 

Treasurer Ian Mathers 

Membership Manager Colleen Coghlin 

Food Services Dianne Crossley 

House Facilities Lavern Brubacher 

Junior Curling Glenn Paulley 

Communications Pat Johnson 

 
There is a binder behind the bar with Club By-
Laws and Board meeting minutes. Minutes are 
also available on the Club website. 
 
Next Board meeting is Nov. 8 at 6:30 p.m. 
Check the club calendar on the website for 
future meeting times and members are invited 
to attend these meetings. If you have any 
comments or suggestions about anything at the 
club, please feel free to contact a board 
member to discuss.  If you’re interested in 
becoming a board member for the 2018-2019 
season, please contact Paul Fusari. 
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Outstanding Volunteer Award 

This award is to recognize outstanding volunteer work at our curling club.  The chosen individual(s) will have their name 
displayed on the "Outstanding Volunteer" plaque at the club, and their curling and duty fees will be waived for one year. 

Any current adult member may nominate another member for the award by submitting a written nomination, to a 
maximum of two pages, to any board member. The written nomination must be signed by ten additional current adult 
members to demonstrate support for the nomination.  

The written nomination must set out how the candidate demonstrates a majority of the following criteria: 

Must be a member of the club for at least ten years 

Demonstrates leadership skills, such as: 

 Drawmaster 
 OCA rep 
 Committee involvement 
 Bonspiel convener 
 Former board member 
 Other suitable contributions  

Involvement in the promotion of curling, such as:  

 OCA rep  
 Coaching  
 Instruction  
 School/community liaison  
 Maintaining and enhancing the building and facilities  
 Promoting membership growth  
 Other suitable contributions  

Each nomination will be reviewed by a committee of five current members appointed by the Board of Directors, including 
the President or Vice-President who will chair the committee. The review committee will ensure that each nomination 
meets the identified criteria and then select the appropriate candidate(s). 

It is expected that the review committee will keep all information concerning the nominations strictly confidential. The 
President will notify the successful candidate personally and any nominations not selected will have a written response to 
the nominator identifying why the nomination was not selected. 

No individual can win this award more than once in every five years and any unsuccessful nomination may be resubmitted 
for consideration in any following year. 
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Life Membership Award 

To be eligible for this award, the individual nominated must be an exceptional volunteer who has consistently, over many 
years, gone ‘above and beyond’ normal volunteer duties at the club. 

The chosen individual will have their name displayed the "Lifetime Membership" plaque, and their curling and duty fees 
waived for the remainder of their life. 

Any current adult member may nominate another member for the award by submitting a written nomination, to a 
maximum of five pages, to any board member.  The written nomination must be signed by thirty additional current adult 
members to demonstrate support for the nomination.  

The written nomination must set out how the candidate demonstrates the following criteria: 

Must be an active member of the club for at least twenty years 

Demonstrates a broad range of leadership skills in the following areas, such as: 

 Drawmaster  

 Board member  

 OCA rep  

 Committee involvement  

 Bonspiel convener.  

 Fundraising efforts  

 Other suitable contributions  

Significant involvement in the promotion of curling, such as: 

 OCA rep  

 Coaching  

 Instruction  

 School/community liaison  

 Maintaining and enhancing the building and facilities  

 Promoting membership growth  

 Other suitable contributions  

Each nomination will be reviewed by a committee of five current members appointed by the Board of Directors, including 
the President, or Vice-President who will chair the committee. The review committee will ensure that each nomination 
meets the identified criteria and will then submit their recommendations to the Board of Directors for approval. 

It is expected that the Board of Directors and the review committee will keep all information concerning the nominations 
strictly confidential. The Board will go in camera to consider all nominations. The President will notify the successful 
candidate personally and any nominations not selected will have a written response to the nominator identifying why the 
nomination was not selected.  

No more than one award will be presented each year. An unsuccessful nomination may be resubmitted for consideration 
in any following year. 
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Let’s keep the game moving 
We all need to recognize that there are things that we 
can all do, without rushing our games, to move things 
along better and leave room for those tough strategy 
calls, the measures, and other stuff that happens.  
 
The only way to consistently get your games in within 
the allotted time is if every player, on every team, is 
committed to improving their pace of play. There are so 
many little things that will help both teams.  Even if “It 
isn’t me”, there are things that we can each do. 
 
We can all learn from the following tips from the 
Canadian Curling Association, people who work with 
teams that play with game clocks, and observations and 
suggestions from average curlers about habits and 
practices at our club. 
 
We can all find ourselves, or members of our teams, in 
here.  Let’s help each other get better. 

1. START ON TIME  
Be on time, on the ice five minutes early and ready to 
play. Don’t wait for the straggler – start with three 
players. Start early if both teams are ready.  

2. THE HACK IS YOUR HOME  
Leads and Seconds: Be in the hack, cleaning your rock, 
setting up for your delivery while your opponents' rock 
is still in motion down the sheet. When your skip steps 
up to call the next shot, you should already have your 
rock clean and be ready to deliver. Help out your vice 
and skip by setting up their rocks before they get to the 
hack. Vices:  Watch the front end rocks to learn about 
the ice.  When your counterpart's rock is in motion, get 
in the hack and watch their shot from there. You need 
to be just as ready as your front end.  For vice’s who 
throw last rocks, don’t hang around the house for the 
skip’s last rock decisions.  Get in the hack as your 
opponent’s first rock is travelling down the ice, and stay 
at the hack end after your first shot is complete. 

3. LEADS DON’T DO HOUSEWORK  
If your team scored the point, find your first rock and get 
in the hack. Let the vice and second push the rocks into 
the corner. 

4. SORTING THE ROCKS  
Skips should be sorting the rocks that go out of play 
during each end.  At the start of the next end, leave the 
unsorted ones alone until the first rock is thrown.  Sort 

your rocks as the opposition’s first rock is going down 
the ice. 

5. MANAGE YOUR EQUIPMENT   
Do you throw your rocks using a stabilizer or a broom 
that you don’t use for brushing? After your second shot, 
continue down the ice and leave the equipment at the 
other end, ready for the next end of play.  If you are the 
vice and you use other equipment to throw, leave your 
sweeping brush at the far end after your second’s 
shots.  That way you don’t have to return to the hack 
end after your second shot.  Do the same thing with 
your gripper.  

6. IT’S NOT PARLIAMENT   
Input about strategy at every turn is very rarely 
appreciated or productive. The skip is in charge of 
skipping.  If you’re not pleased with your skip’s strategy, 
on ice is not the place to discuss it. It undermines the 
skip’s confidence and also slows down the game.  The 
person skipping the team has to be empowered to call 
the shots whether the skip is new or not.  Short signals 
or suggestions are fine, and some tough calls will 
warrant discussion.  But not every shot.  There's no 
need to get out of the hack and go down the ice to 
discuss a call unless you're invited. If you really feel 
overall strategy needs to be addressed, do it over a 
drink after the game or another time.    

7. PLANNING SKIPS 
Think ahead to the next shot while your opponent is 
playing his. Plan in advance: "if he makes this shot, 
what am I going to do? If his draw is short, or long, what 
am I going to do?" You should be able to step up and 
call your shot with only a few seconds of consideration 
at least half the time. 

8. EARLY ENDS VS LATE ENDS 
You should normally be able to play an 8 end game in 
two hours. Typically, the later ends take longer than the 
earlier ends, as the score gets close and the number of 
ends gets smaller.  You need to anticipate that in how 
you play the early ends. 

9. PROVIDE AND ACCEPT FEEDBACK  
If you see things that other teams or individuals could 
change to speed things up, give them some polite 
feedback.  But that feedback is best delivered after the 
game. Accept suggestions in the constructive manner 
in which they are intended, to make the game 
experience better for all of us 
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