
www.elmiracurlingclub.ca     @elmiracurling        Elmira & District Curling Club 

 October 2016 NEWSLETTER 
 

Upcoming events 
2016 

Nov. 5 - 60
th
 anniversary open 

House 

Nov. 12 - Glow in the Dark 
Bonspiel 

Nov. 14 to 19 - Home Hardware 

Nov. 30 - Masters (60+) BIG 
Cheese Bonspiel 

2017 

Jan. 7 - Chocolate Lovers 
Ladies Bonspiel 

Jan. 20 to 22 - Elmira OJCT 
U18 Bonspiel 

Jan. 28 - Men's Striploin Classic 

Feb. 4 - Elmira U15 Bonspiel  

Feb. 25 - Ribs 'n Schnitz Mixed 
Bonspiel 

March 4 - Men's Texas BBQ 

March 11 - Broom Sticks & 
Glow Sticks Bonspiel 

April 1 - Maple Syrup Bonspiel 

Please visit the website for 
more details on upcoming 

events! 

 
 
 

 
The Prez says… 
 
Welcome to another great season of curling in Elmira! I'm 
excited to be serving as your 39th Club President in this our 
60th anniversary year. Bill Barr and Dianne Sherwood have 
stepped down from the Board and I would like to thank them 
for their countless volunteer hours serving our Club. I 
welcome Ian Mathers as our new Treasurer and Andy 
Harbison as our new Vice President.  Many thanks also to 

Lorne MacKinnon who takes on the role of Past President. I am grateful to have 
such tremendous support from these folks and the rest of our dedicated Board.    
 
I'm pleased to report that our membership numbers remain strong as we are 
hovering around the 260 mark. A warm welcome to our 22 new members - I hope 
you have a great season and forge many new friendships this year. I encourage 
you to get involved and if you have good ideas, bring them forward!  
 
We are off to a great start and there is plenty going on at the Club early this 
season. I invite everyone to attend our 60th anniversary Open House on 
November 5th from 12-5 p.m.  We are also hosting the Home Hardware Bonspiel 
November 14-19. Our Curling 101 program remains very popular Thursdays at 
6:30 p.m. and we are once again at full capacity. 
 
The Board conducted a member survey last spring and the results are in. We 
had 115 responses with lots of great feedback. Watch for the survey report 
coming out soon. Congratulations to Stephen Klinck who was the winner of the 
$50 Pro shop voucher draw prize!  
 
I'm excited to announce we will have a new fundraiser this season. Instead of a 
TV draw we will be having an elimination draw for all cash prizes (top prize is 
$1,000). Tickets will be available soon. The final ticket for the $1,000 will be 
drawn at our year end celebration on April 8. I encourage everyone to buy a 
ticket and sell some to family and friends - they also make great Christmas gifts!  
 
There is a lot of important information in the pages that follow, so read on!  I 
welcome your comments and look forward to speaking with you during the year.  
 
Good curling! Thank you. 
Paul Fusari 
President, Elmira & District Curling Club 
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Welcome to our 22 brand new Club 
members 
 

We hope you have a great season! 
 

Beaudry, Kayla 

Bender, Larry 

Brydges, Graham 

Brydges, Ruth 

Buchan, Donna 

Caldwell, Anita 

Caldwell, Dwight 

Coultis, Kim 

Henderson, John 

Hinbest, Stephen 

Holbrook, Heather 

Lefler, Andrew 

Lefler, Jim 

Leggett, Mary Ellen 

Niklaus, Linda 

Orford, Bonnie 

Real, Robert 

Robins, Laurel 

Scott, Bill 

Vandergriendt, Brianna 

Verhaeghe, Stacey 

Wideman, Cliff 
 

 

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Total membership  
 
Here’s a summary of how our Club has been 
growing over the last few seasons. 
 
 2016-

2017 

2015-

2016 

2014-

2015 

Full-time evening 236 238 191 

Full-time day 11 12 11 

Half-season (evening 

or day) 

11 3 20 

Lifetime 2 2 3 

TOTAL 260 255 225 
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Thank you to our Draw masters 
 
We appreciate your time and efforts this year. 
 
Sunday  Jackie Gidge 
Monday, early Andy Harbison 
Monday, late  Allan Dickson 
Tuesday, day John Hrabi 
Tuesday, early  Ryan Marshall 
Tuesday, late  Rick Martin 
Wednesday, early  Cam MacKinnon 
Wednesday, late  Chris Pidgeon 
Thursday, day  Lorne MacKinnon 
Thursday, late  Bob Johnson 
Friday Couples Bill Cronin 
Friday novice  Paul Fusari 
 

2016/2017 Club bonspiels 
 
Our Club bonspiels have been scheduled for 
the season. Please visit our website for details 
on format and costs and who to contact if you’re 
interested in playing. On-line registration and 
payment is available this year. Dates are 
included on the first page of this newsletter. 
 
Bartenders needed 

We have an urgent need of a Monday night 
bartender starting in December and Thursday 
night starting in January. We are also looking to 
create a 'backup' list of members that can cover 
the occasional bar shift. Training is provided 
(Smart Serve required). If you are interested in 
this paid position, or know someone who may 
be interested please contact Jen Lipp: 
manager@elmiracurlingclub.ca. 

Curling 101 Update by Paul Fusari 

We have another 38 eager new curlers signed 
up for our Learn to Curl program this Fall.  
Delivery, brushing, strategy, etiquette - they get 
a full education!  Once again I'm lucky to have 
many top-notch instructors helping out - thank 
you!   

Curling 101 will not be offered this January but 
instead will have an Open Social draw, 
Thursdays at 6:30 p.m. (starts Jan. 12). This will 
attract many of our 101 Fall graduates, and this 
league is open to ALL members. If you are 
looking for an early draw for the 2nd half, let 
Colleen Coghlin know and get signed up! 
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Practice Ice 

 
The following ice times 
are available for 
members to use.  To 
reserve all or part of a 
time slot, email our 
Club Manager - 

Jennifer Lipp.  To see if ice has already been 
booked, check the Club Calendar.   *Please do 
not book more than 3 sessions at a time to 
allow others to have a chance.  
 

Sundays 9 - 9:45 p.m. 4 
sheets 

no need to 
book 

Tuesdays 10 a.m. - 12 noon 2 
sheets 

no need to 
book 

Tuesdays 8:30 - 10:30 p.m. 1 sheet email Jen to 
book  

Thursdays 12 noon - 12:45 p.m. 4 
sheets 

no need to 
book 

Fridays 8:30 - 10:30 p.m. (until 
Dec 23rd) 

1 sheet email Jen to 
book  

 
 
Have you logged into our website? 
 
In addition to member's only content, all of our 
draw schedules are online, and you can easily 
view your upcoming games. Need a spare? 
This is the place to go - you can view spare lists 
and update your sparing availability. You can 
also search our online member's directory.  
Check it out! 
 

 
 
Draw to the Button (formerly 50/50 draw) 
 
New name but the rules are the same. Our 
Draw to the Button weekly draw has started with 
proceeds going to ongoing improvements 
around the Club. There is a binder with every 
member’s name (separate page for 101 curlers) 
located at the bar and payment can be made to 
the bartender. One name is drawn each 
Wednesday night after 10 p.m. If that curler paid 
that week, they win half the pot. If they didn’t 
pay, the total gets carried over to the next week. 
 

 

 
 
Ontario Curling Association (OCA) Rep 

 
 
Twyla Gilbert represents our Club at the OCA 
level. If you have any questions about 
competitions or the association, please contact 
Twyla. 
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2016 Home Hardware Bonspiel 
 

As part of our 60th 
anniversary 
celebrations, Elmira & 
District Curling Club is 
the host of this year’s 
Home Hardware 
bonspiel taking place 
November 14 to 19, 

2016. Cost is $100 per team and teams can be 
made up of any combination of men and 
women. 
 
Sign up boards are now posted at the Club.  As 
the host club, we are hoping for a large Elmira 
showing!  
 

60th anniversary clothing 
 
The deadline for the next 60th anniversary 
clothing order is Friday, November 25. You can 
request to have 'Elmira Rocks' or not on the 
back of your clothing. The order sheet is at the 
bar. 
 
Get your duty completed early 
 
We are in need of volunteers for our upcoming 
bonspiels and events. Check the volunteer 
board in the downstairs hallway. Once your 
volunteer duty is completed you will be refunded 
your $100. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Reminder for spares 
 
If you recruit a spare who is not an Elmira Club 
member, please remind them that they need to 
pay their $12.50 to the bartender at the end of 
their game. Thanks. 
 
Ice Committee 
 
Congratulations to our icemaker, Rob Shaw, on 
the completion of the Level 2 ice making 
course. This course focuses on the process of 
getting ice put in and solving more challenging 
issues with the ice surface over the long curling 
season. On September 2, while most of us were 
still thinking about cottages or golfing, our ice 
making team was hard at work getting our ice 
in. It was 30°C outside when the process 
started and getting the first few floods frozen 
took longer than normal. After the base layer of 
ice built up, the ice was painted white. A few 
more floods were done and then the ribbon that 
makes up many of our lines was put down and 
the houses were painted. More floods and then 
the logos and the advertisements followed by 
more floods yet again. After the ice was ready 
the rocks were textured and cleaned up in 
preparation for the new curling season. This 
year the ice was ready to curl on the weekend 
prior to our open house. Thanks goes to our 
icemaker and all the volunteers that came out to 
ensure we had a high quality ice surface ready 
to go for the start of the season. 

The rink is still very humid and because of this, 
the ice surface has been building up frost 
quickly.  As the temperature outside drops the 
rink will dry out and this will be less of an issue. 
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Pro Shop update 
 

Welcome to the 
Elmira & District 
Curling Club's Pro 
Shop for the 
2016/2017 curling 
season. We carry a 
wide range of 
curling products at 
member-friendly 
prices. The Pro-
Shop cupboard is 
located in the 
lounge area to your 
left as you enter the 

lounge through the main entrance. You will find 
a selection of grippers, gloves and mitts, 
brooms and deliver devices, safety head gear 
and curling novelties. We have a limited number 
of shoes and pants available but we do not 
stock these items as a general rule. We have 
established dealer accounts with Tournament 
Sports, Goldline, and Balance Plus and are 
working on an arrangement with Asham. You 
can view products that we have available at the 
club or go to the curling websites for a list of all 
their products. If what you're looking for is not 
on display in the shop please speak with a pro-
shop representative and we can assist you. We 
have most draws covered with member 
volunteers but you can always arrange access 
by contacting the pro shop email address 
proshop@elmiracurlingclub.ca. 

 

 

 

During the week please see one of the 
following for access to the pro-shop or make 
arrangements with them to access the shop. 

 Sunday night – Colleen Coghlin  

 Monday night coverage – Linda Dickson, 
Robbie Smith and Jennifer Brown  

 Tuesday/Thursday daytime draws and 
Tuesday night – Lorne MacKinnon 

 Wednesday – Virginia Henry until 
December and Linda Dickson 

 Thursday – Pat Johnson 

 Friday – Robbie Smith and Jennifer 
Brown 

Many members indicated in the club survey that 
better advertising and communication with 
members is necessary.  We will be updating the 
website and providing regular updates in the 
club newsletter about the pro-shop. A sign with 
the Pro Shop email will be displayed in the Pro 
Shop window. 

This is a volunteer run service that is provided 
mainly for the benefit of our members.  While 
we may not always be available to address your 
curling attire needs immediately, we would be 
happy to work with you to arrange for suitable 
times by dropping us an email through 
proshop@elmiracurlingclub.ca.  Just let us 
know what you are interested in purchasing and 
what night you curl. 

Thank you for your support of the Elmira Curling 
Club Pro Shop.
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Ontario150 Grant Application Update 

You will recall that a President's email was sent 
out in early September telling you about a grant 
opportunity we were interested in pursuing.  
Information about this grant and our potential 
building expansion proposal was outlined at the 
Annual General Meeting on Sept 13. 

This Ontario Trillium grant program provides 
funding of up to $250,000 for 75% of total 
capital improvement project costs. It’s targeted 
towards organizations like ours!  
 
The grant application deadline was September 
14 and we were successful in submitting our 
application on time. 

Our application, developed in consultation with 
a local contractor, proposes the addition of a 
wheelchair accessible ramp, a main floor 
washroom and office, a relocated kitchen, and a 
'boot drop' area at the entrance.  Additional 
space would be roughed in downstairs for future 
expansion options of our change rooms. 
 
If we are successful with our application (we 
would know by December 31), a special general 
meeting of all members will be called for further 
discussion and membership approval to 
proceed.  
 
Keep your fingers crossed!  If you have any 
questions please feel free to reach out to us. 

Paul Fusari & Ian Mathers 

 
 

 
Elimination Draw tickets available soon   
 
Help support the Club with this year’s 
fundraiser. Makes a great Christmas gift! 
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Your 2016-2017 Board of Directors 
 

President Paul Fusari 

Past President Lorne MacKinnon 

Vice-President Andy Harbison 

Secretary Donna Trimble 

Treasurer Ian Mathers 

Membership Manager Colleen Coghlin 

Food Services Dianne Crossley 

House Facilities Lavern Brubacher 

Club & Special Events Melody Martin 

Junior Curling Glenn Paulley 

Communications Pat Johnson 

Director at Large Ryan Marshall 

 
There is a binder behind the bar with Club By-
Laws and Board meeting minutes. Minutes are 
also available on the Club website. 
 
Next Board meeting is Nov. 2 at 6:30 p.m. 
Check the club calendar on the website for 
future meeting times and members are invited 
to attend these meetings. If you have any 
comments or suggestions about anything at the 
club, please feel free to contact a board 
member to discuss.  If you’re interested in 
becoming a board member for the 2017-2018 
season, please contact Paul Fusari. 
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A note from a Trillium scholarship winner  
 
Last January, our Curling Club formally presented Elmira’s inaugural Trillium Camp Scholarships to 
two winning entrants. Our two bantam recipients, Alison Poluck and Veronica Bernard attended the 
Trillium Curling Camp in Kitchener-Waterloo in August. 
 
 

Thank you so much for the Trillium scholarship. I learned a lot and 
improved my abilities as a curler. I had fantastic coaching from Lori 
Olsen-Johns, Curtis Easter, and Cody Mauss. Trillium was very 
informative and fun and I can't wait to go back next year. 
 
Below are photos of myself with Kaitlyn Lawes, and myself and my 
teammate with Lori Olsen-Johns. 
 

Thank you  
Veronica Bernard 
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Outstanding Volunteer Award 

This award is to recognize outstanding volunteer work at our curling club.  The chosen individual(s) will have their name 
displayed on the "Outstanding Volunteer" plaque at the club, and their curling and duty fees will be waived for one year. 

Any current adult member may nominate another member for the award by submitting a written nomination, to a 
maximum of two pages, to any board member. The written nomination must be signed by ten additional current adult 
members to demonstrate support for the nomination.  

The written nomination must set out how the candidate demonstrates a majority of the following criteria: 

Must be a member of the club for at least ten years 

Demonstrates leadership skills, such as: 

 Drawmaster 
 OCA rep 
 Committee involvement 
 Bonspiel convener 
 Former board member 
 Other suitable contributions  

Involvement in the promotion of curling, such as:  

 OCA rep  
 Coaching  
 Instruction  
 School/community liaison  
 Maintaining and enhancing the building and facilities  
 Promoting membership growth  
 Other suitable contributions  

Each nomination will be reviewed by a committee of five current members appointed by the Board of Directors, including 
the President, Past-President, or Vice-President who will chair the committee. The review committee will ensure that each 
nomination meets the identified criteria and then select the appropriate candidate(s). 

It is expected that the review committee will keep all information concerning the nominations strictly confidential. The 
President will notify the successful candidate personally and any nominations not selected will have a written response to 
the nominator identifying why the nomination was not selected. 

No individual can win this award more than once in every five years and any unsuccessful nomination may be resubmitted 
for consideration in any following year. 
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Life Membership Award 

To be eligible for this award, the individual nominated must be an exceptional volunteer who has consistently, over many 
years, gone ‘above and beyond’ normal volunteer duties at the club. 

The chosen individual will have their name displayed the "Lifetime Membership" plaque, and their curling and duty fees 
waived for the remainder of their life. 

Any current adult member may nominate another member for the award by submitting a written nomination, to a 
maximum of five pages, to any board member.  The written nomination must be signed by thirty additional current adult 
members to demonstrate support for the nomination.  

The written nomination must set out how the candidate demonstrates the following criteria: 

Must be an active member of the club for at least twenty years 

Demonstrates a broad range of leadership skills in the following areas, such as: 

 Drawmaster  

 Board member  

 OCA rep  

 Committee involvement  

 Bonspiel convener.  

 Fundraising efforts  

 Other suitable contributions  

Significant involvement in the promotion of curling, such as: 

 OCA rep  

 Coaching  

 Instruction  

 School/community liaison  

 Maintaining and enhancing the building and facilities  

 Promoting membership growth  

 Other suitable contributions  

Each nomination will be reviewed by a committee of five current members appointed by the Board of Directors, including 
the President, Past-President, or Vice-President who will chair the committee. The review committee will ensure that each 
nomination meets the identified criteria and will then submit their recommendations to the Board of Directors for approval. 

It is expected that the Board of Directors and the review committee will keep all information concerning the nominations 
strictly confidential. The Board will go in camera to consider all nominations. The President will notify the successful 
candidate personally and any nominations not selected will have a written response to the nominator identifying why the 
nomination was not selected.  

No more than one award will be presented each year. An unsuccessful nomination may be resubmitted for consideration 
in any following year. 
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Let’s keep the game moving 
We all need to recognize that there are things that we 
can all do, without rushing our games, to move things 
along better and leave room for those tough strategy 
calls, the measures, and other stuff that happens.  
 
The only way to consistently get your games in within 
the allotted time is if every player, on every team, is 
committed to improving their pace of play. There are so 
many little things that will help both teams.  Even if “It 
isn’t me”, there are things that we can each do. 
 
We can all learn from the following tips from the 
Canadian Curling Association, people who work with 
teams that play with game clocks, and observations and 
suggestions from average curlers about habits and 
practices at our club. 
 
We can all find ourselves, or members of our teams, in 
here.  Let’s help each other get better. 

1. START ON TIME  
Be on time, on the ice five minutes early and ready to 
play. Don’t wait for the straggler – start with three 
players. Start early if both teams are ready.  

2. THE HACK IS YOUR HOME  
Leads and Seconds: Be in the hack, cleaning your rock, 
setting up for your delivery while your opponents' rock 
is still in motion down the sheet. When your skip steps 
up to call the next shot, you should already have your 
rock clean and be ready to deliver. Help out your vice 
and skip by setting up their rocks before they get to the 
hack. Vices:  Watch the front end rocks to learn about 
the ice.  When your counterpart's rock is in motion, get 
in the hack and watch their shot from there. You need 
to be just as ready as your front end.  For vice’s who 
throw last rocks, don’t hang around the house for the 
skip’s last rock decisions.  Get in the hack as your 
opponent’s first rock is travelling down the ice, and stay 
at the hack end after your first shot is complete. 

3. LEADS DON’T DO HOUSEWORK  
If your team scored the point, find your first rock and get 
in the hack. Let the vice and second push the rocks into 
the corner. 

4. SORTING THE ROCKS  
Skips should be sorting the rocks that go out of play 
during each end.  At the start of the next end, leave the 
unsorted ones alone until the first rock is thrown.  Sort 

your rocks as the opposition’s first rock is going down 
the ice. 

5. MANAGE YOUR EQUIPMENT   
Do you throw your rocks using a stabilizer or a broom 
that you don’t use for brushing? After your second shot, 
continue down the ice and leave the equipment at the 
other end, ready for the next end of play.  If you are the 
vice and you use other equipment to throw, leave your 
sweeping brush at the far end after your second’s 
shots.  That way you don’t have to return to the hack 
end after your second shot.  Do the same thing with 
your gripper.  

6. IT’S NOT PARLIAMENT   
Input about strategy at every turn is very rarely 
appreciated or productive. The skip is in charge of 
skipping.  If you’re not pleased with your skip’s strategy, 
on ice is not the place to discuss it. It undermines the 
skip’s confidence and also slows down the game.  The 
person skipping the team has to be empowered to call 
the shots whether the skip is new or not.  Short signals 
or suggestions are fine, and some tough calls will 
warrant discussion.  But not every shot.  There's no 
need to get out of the hack and go down the ice to 
discuss a call unless you're invited. If you really feel 
overall strategy needs to be addressed, do it over a 
drink after the game or another time.    

7. PLANNING SKIPS 
Think ahead to the next shot while your opponent is 
playing his. Plan in advance: "if he makes this shot, 
what am I going to do? If his draw is short, or long, what 
am I going to do?" You should be able to step up and 
call your shot with only a few seconds of consideration 
at least half the time. 

8. EARLY ENDS VS LATE ENDS 
You should normally be able to play an 8 end game in 
two hours. Typically, the later ends take longer than the 
earlier ends, as the score gets close and the number of 
ends gets smaller.  You need to anticipate that in how 
you play the early ends. 

9. PROVIDE AND ACCEPT FEEDBACK  
If you see things that other teams or individuals could 
change to speed things up, give them some polite 
feedback.  But that feedback is best delivered after the 
game. Accept suggestions in the constructive manner 
in which they are intended, to make the game 
experience better for all of us 
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