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February 2016 NEWSLETTER 

 
Upcoming events 
 

2016 

February 27 - Ribs 'n Tails 

March 5 - Men's Texas BBQ 

March 12 - Broom Sticks & 
Glow Sticks Bonspiel 

April 2 - Maple Syrup Bonspiel 

April 13 – Ladies year-end 
banquet 

 
Please visit the website for 
more details on upcoming 

events! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Message from the President 
 
2016 has been a very busy year so far 
at our Club. Bonspiel season is in full 
swing and continues with four more 
events before the end of the season. 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who 
help to make these events so 
successful. 
 
Our members have had great success 
at the OCA and other events as well. 
Congratulations to Team Pidgeon who 
qualified for Best Western Intermediate 
Women’s Provincials beginning March 

2 in Acton. You can read about this and other successes in this 
newsletter. Our apologies if we’ve missed a curling celebration – 
please contact me with the details and we’ll include in our next 
newsletter. 
 
A couple of weeks ago I sent an email to members about the 
Facilities Review & Planning Committee The mandate of this 
committee is to assess the adequacy and appropriateness of the 
Club’s current facilities and equipment and to make 
recommendations with respect to possible future enhancements.  
We are looking for volunteers who are interested in participating. 
Please contact me by Feb. 29 for more information. 
 
Thank you. 

 

Lorne MacKinnon 
President, Elmira & District Curling Club 
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Ladies Chocolate Lovers’ Bonspiel 

 
I am happy to 
report that 
the Ladies 

Chocolate 
Lovers’ 

Bonspiel was 
a resounding 

success again this year.  The day was full of 
good curling, excellent food including an R rated 
dessert, lots of laughs and friendship.  Both 
draws were full with some people stepping up to 
play positions they have never played before.  
One of the goals of this Bonspiel is to have half 
of the draws be made up of visiting teams.  This 
was only achieved for the 9 AM draw so please 
spread the word for next year to boost our 
participation from visiting clubs. 
 
The 9 a.m. draw was won by an Elmira team 
lead by Dianne Sherwood as skip, Pat Johnson 
as vice, Kate Lepold-Horan as second and 
Kristen Ladouceur as lead.  The 11 a.m. draw 
was won by a team made up of members from 
Elmira and K-W Granite.  Mary Ellen Leggatt 
was the skip from K-W Granite, Michelle 
Anthony as vice from Elmira, Linda Niklaus as 
second and Pat Hollas as lead both from K-W 
Granite. 
 
Special thanks to Carol Trépanier Fife who 
helped me run the day.  Also thanks to Steven 
Ernest who donated excellent chocolate prizes 
from Lindt & Sprüngli (Canada) Inc, Robert 
Shaw for keeping the ice excellent throughout 
the day and my consultants Sheila Smith-Jones 
and Dianne Crossley.  Finally I would like to 

thank the many people who donated prizes.  I 
had many compliments on the quality of our 
prize table.  I was also pleased that the prizes 
seemed to be split fairly equally between the 
two draws.  
 
I am still learning how to run a spiel and I thank 
all who have assisted in my education.  One 
item to add to next year’s list – take some 
pictures!       
 

Lisa Howell 
 

 

Striploin Classic Bonspiel 
 

 
Another Striploin 
Classic Bonspiel has 
come and gone, 
without any major 
disasters. I miss those 
days of winter blizzards, building BBQ shelters 
as the food was being cooked, power outages, 
searching for hidden circuit breakers, and all 
that other neat stuff. This global warming stuff is 
taking all of the fun away. People will be 
showing up in Bermuda shorts next! 
 
We had 5 new teams this year, a record in the 
time that I have been here. Old friend Jeff 
Renwick had minor surgery, regular Al 
Sawatzky quit curling altogether, and two other 
regulars had scheduling conflicts. Three of 
those teams say they want back next year, so 
unless we have another unusual batch of 
dropouts, there will be a logjam. 
 
Carl Jorgensen (KW Granite) edged Bob 
Johnson (the only Elmira team) in their first 
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game of the early draw, wisely utilizing a couple 
of shots which were nowhere near the shots 
called. Both teams went undefeated from that 
point, Carl beating Tim Taylor (KW Granite) in 
the one-two game. Carl and Tim are enjoying 
Foodland steak and Wellington beer while Bob 
came 4th and is eating summer sausage. Paul 
Huether (Guelph) came 3rd by relegating Todd 
and Ross Campbell (again represented a 
gaggle of towns) to 5th. Gary Allen (KW Granite) 
brought his family as the new team in this draw. 
Although the curling results weren’t exactly to 
their taste (6th), they enjoyed a reunion with 
their old friends Jim and Pat Brandon. Gord 
Connon (KW Granite) made his first early-draw 
appearance after many years trying to escape 
the late-draw. Unfortunately, he was not treated 
well by his new friends, winning only against the 
team of Dickson relatives (Glenn, Blair, Parker 
and Brook Sweeny) who are again importing 
Elmira Foodland bacon to Palmerston (or is that 
“paamerstan”?).  
 
Jamie Brunaccioni (Niagara Falls) edged the 
new Jason Pye team  (KW Granite) in an extra 
end in the late draw finale, so gets a better cut 
of Foodland steak, and got the first choice of 
Wellington beer brands. 3rd and 4th went to Jeff 
Watson (skipper: Mark Rodenberg) of Guelph 
and Sean Follis. Sean claims to represent the 
UW Bombshelter pub, but annually brings his 
team from Ottawa. In 5th was the completely 
new team: Greg Allt (Guelph). Steve Frankland 
(Markdale) returned after several years away to 
finish barely out of the bacon game. Mike 
Eschrich (Buffalo) graduated from Brunaccioni’s 
Niagara Falls team and brought his own this 
year, winning little except the final against Adam 
Sindall (Wellesly) and the Gibson’s Canadian 
Whiskey raffle.  I don’t think US Customs 

officers are used to seeing booze being brought 
into the US from Canada. 
 
Overall, everything worked. My wife, Linda, 
helped so that I could curl with Bob Johnson. 
Games that fell behind, delaying the next draw, 
were usually followed by blowouts on the same 
ice, eliminating the delays. The kitchen 
performed great, under Dianne’s usual tyranny, 
which didn’t seem to hinder the fine work of 
Gerry Hahn and Reg Weber who, I am told, 
made things easy for the Sulphurs and Anne 
Oberholtzer when they came in and adeptly 
handled lunches. Dave Millard and Edwin Kling 
piloted the BBQ (supplied by the Woodburner) 
while their mates (Deb and Jeannette) worked 
alongside the Jones’ (who were standing in for 
their daughters, doubtlessly to get their own 
duty fees back) and Jim Brandon. You guys and 
gals all did a great job. The lunches and steaks 
(from Foodland) were great.  
 

Brian Morris 
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2016 Elmira Trillium Scholarships awarded 
 
On Sunday, January 17 we formally presented 
Elmira’s inaugural Trillium Camp Scholarships 
to the two winning entrants. Our two bantam 
recipients, Alison Poluck and Veronica Bernard, 
will be attending this summer’s Trillium Curling 
Camp at Kitchener-Waterloo in August. 
Applications for the scholarships were 
adjudicated by Sheila Smith-Jones, Pat 
Johnson, and Dianne Crossley, all long-time 
members of Elmira who have each had their 
own children attend Trillium camps. Pat and 
Dianne also serve on Elmira’s Board of 
Directors 
 
 

 
 

Alison Poluck of Mount Forest plays lead for Team 
Anika Molenaar; all of Alison’s teammates, who also 
include Kate Martin and Emma McKenzie, are part 
of the Elmira junior program. This year for the OCA 
Bantam Girls competition the girls are playing out of 
the Mount Forest Curling Club, Alison’s home club 
where Alison devotes considerable volunteer hours. 
The above photograph shows Alison receiving her 
certificate from Dianne Crossley. 

 
 

Veronica Bernard of Elmira skips her rink of Claire 
Randell, Morgan Blair, and Laura Blachier out of the 
Richmond Hill Curling Club in Richmond Hill. 
Veronica has been a part of the Junior program at 
Elmira from a very young age. The photograph 
above shows Veronica posing with her certificate 
alongside Dianne Crossley and Shelia Smith-Jones. 
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Elmira ladies off to the Provincials! 

Congratulations to Team Pidgeon who will be 
competing at the Best Western Intermediate 
Women’s Provincials beginning March 2 in 
Acton.  

 

Jennifer Bernard, Colleen Coghlin, Mary Pidgeon, Twyla 
Gilbert 

 

 

Team Coghlin advanced to Mixed Regions 
March 19 in Barrie. Good Luck to Colleen 
Coghlin, David Miller, Melody Martin, Marc 
Bernard. 
 
 
 

 
 
Alan Dickson qualifies for the Canadian 
Police Curling Association national 
championship beginning March 26 in 
Chilliwack, BC. 
 

 
 
Winners of 2016 Community Police Curling. 
Championship from Tam Heather Curling Club are Don 
Shayne Vice, Garth Mitchell skip, Dan Rivet, Lead and 
Allan Dickson, Second. 

 

 

 
Team Martin advanced to Senior Mixed 
Regions March 19 in Barrie. Good luck to Dean 
Martin, Susan Martin, Ken Gilbert, Twyla 
Gilbert.

http://www.elmiracurlingclub.ca/


www.elmiracurlingclub.ca     @elmiracurling        Elmira & District Curling Club 

 

Website upgrade 

A website upgrade was completed in early 
January that provided some great new features 
for members.  If you haven't logged into the 
website yet, please check it out!  If you require 
any assistance, feel free to contact Paul Fusari: 
webmaster@elmiracurlingclub.ca 

Gripper draw  

Congratulations to Heidi Mathers who was the 
winner of $100 and our Scrap your Old Gripper 
contest.  Through this initiative we retired a total 
of 35 old grippers.  The Board and the 
Ice Committee thank to all who participated!  
We will look to do something similar next year.  

Coming Soon - online registration! 

On-line membership registration and payment 
(Visa & MC) will be available on our website this 
summer for the 2016-2017 season. Online 
payment will also be available for bonspiels and 
clinics next year.  More details are coming so 
stay tuned!  

Member survey 
 
Watch for a member survey coming in mid-
March.  The Board encourages all members to 
provide their thoughts and feedback.  All who 
complete a survey will be eligible for a draw for 
a $50 proshop gift card. 
 
Our last member survey was in 2014 - the 
results can found in the members area of the 
website. 

 
Welcome to these recent new members.  
Many are Curling 101 Fall graduates! 
 
Robert Haskett 
Donna Haskett, 
Janis Moriarity 
Jenn Brown 
Robbie Smith 
Mike Estoesta 
John-Paul Pretti 
Paul Snider 
Matthew Devine 
Dennis C Brubacher 
Rob Leach 
John Cullen 
Tim Tribe 
 
 
Curling 101 Update by Paul Fusari 
 
A new batch of 40 curlers took to the ice on Jan 
28th for our 10-week learn-to-curl course, most 
of them brand new to our Club and the sport.   
Thanks to all who have spread the word about 
our great program.   
 
Curling 101 is truly an Elmira team effort as 
many instructors and member coaches have 
made this program very successful.  If you are 
interested in helping to coach during game play, 
there are some spots available -  please sign up 
on the volunteer board downstairs. 
 
Keep in mind as you are planning your teams 
for next season that we are looking for ways to 
integrate 101 graduates into our leagues.  
Contact Colleen Coghlin or myself for 
assistance. 
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8-ender scored in Elmira  
 

 

Congratulations to Bill & Sue Cronin and Stuart 
& Karen Cross on scoring an 8-ender! 

The excitement happened during Friday night 
Couples Social play on February 19.  Well 
done! 

Club Championships 
 
The OCA hosts a club championship every year 
where each club is asked to represent a men's 
team and a women's team. The team that 
represents is to have played together in a 
regular season league (minimum 4 weeks in our 
club). The zone playdowns take place at the 
end of October in the following season. If your 
team is interested in representing our club, or 
you would like more information on this event, 
please see the sign-up on the competitive 
board, or contact Melody Martin. If more than 
one team wishes to represent our club, a date 
will be set to host a game to see who will 
become our club champion. 

 
TV raffle 
 
We have a beautiful new 60" Panasonic CS560 
television in the lounge this season, and once 
again our big screen will be raffled off as an 
annual fundraiser. Tickets are available at the 
bar and are 1 for $10 or 3 for $20 (only 500 
tickets will be sold). The TV raffle has been a 
significant fundraiser for the Club and members 
are encouraged to buy tickets, and make them 
available to family and friends.  Many thanks for 
your support! 
 

 
 
50/50 draw 
 
Our 50/50 weekly draw continues with proceeds 
going to ongoing improvements around the 
Club. There is a binder and payment jar located 
at the bar.  
 
 
Reminder for spares 
 
If you recruit a spare who is not an Elmira Club 
member, please remind them that they need to 
pay their $12.50 to the bartender at the end of 
their game. Thanks. 
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Ladies year-end banquet April 13, 2016 

The wind-up banquet is for all the ladies of the 
club and will be held on Wednesday, April 13, 
2016. This year’s theme is based around a 
spring Bridal Shower - it will be a fun evening 
for all! We are looking for you to wear your old 
wedding gown, that ugly bridesmaid dress, your 
stately mother of the bride outfit, or any other 
suitable wedding attire. No jeans please! Please 
look for the food signup sheet in the ladies 
dressing room beside the poster. Everyone is 
encouraged to bring a photo or album, with 
either you in a wedding party, or in your own 
wedding. 

We would like to give special thanks to our 
sponsors who have provided the items for the 
raffle: 

Home Hardware Retail Store (St. Jacobs) - 
Dave Gromeder 

Lindt Chocolates - Steven Ernest 

Drayton Entertainment - Steven Kartcher 
 
Sundown Tea (London, Ont.) - Shannon 
Duncan 
 
Martin’s Garage (St. Jacobs) - Jeff Martin 

 
 

 
 
Used books 
 
Thanks to everyone who buys and donates 
books. Please continue to bring in your used 
books and leave them on the bookshelf for your 
fellow Club members to purchase and enjoy.  
 
 

 
Pro-Shop 
 
Our Pro Shop carries an extensive range of 
curling supplies from Goldline, Balance Plus 
and Tournament Sports. If you don’t see what 
you want, check out our suppliers’ websites. We 
can order from any of them. All profits from the 
shop go to support our curling programs here at 
the club. For purchases see Virginia Henry, 
Linda Dickson or Brian Henry. 
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Your 2015-2016 Board of Directors 
 

President Lorne MacKinnon 

Past President Bill Barr 

Vice-President Paul Fusari 

Secretary Donna Trimble 

Treasurer Dianne Sherwood 

Assistant Treasurer Ian Mathers 

Membership Manager Colleen Coghlin 

Food Services Dianne Crossley 

House Facilities Lavern Brubacher 

Club & Special Events Melody Martin 

Junior Curling Glenn Paulley 

Communications Pat Johnson 

Director at Large Ryan Marshall 

 
There is a binder behind the bar with Club By-Laws and Board meeting minutes. Minutes are also 
available on the Club website. 
 
Next Board meeting is March 10 at 6:30 p.m. Watch for the meeting schedule posted at the Club and 
members are invited to attend these meetings. If you have any comments or suggestions about 
anything at the club, please feel free to contact a board member to discuss.  If you’re interested in 
becoming a board member, please contact Lorne MacKinnon. 
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