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December 2015 NEWSLETTER 

 
Upcoming events 
 

2016 

January 9 - Chocolate Lovers 
Ladies Bonspiel 

January 30 - Men's Striploin 
Classic 

February 6 - Little Rock/Junior  

February 27 - Ribs 'n Tails 

March 5 - Men's Texas BBQ 

March 12 - Broom Sticks & 
Glow Sticks Bonspiel 

April 2 - Maple Syrup Bonspiel 

 
Please visit the website for 
more details on upcoming 

events! 

 

 
Thanks to 
Carolyn 
Adams for 
donating 
the 
Christmas 
tree that 
greets us 
at the door 
this holiday 
season! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Message from the President 
 

December has arrived although 
Mother Nature seems to have misread 
the calendar!  
 
Recently, we’ve hosted two very 
successful bonspiels and we’re getting 

ready for a busy January. First is the Chocolate Lovers Ladies 
Bonspiel that takes place Jan. 9 and there is still one skip opening 
to complete a team in the 11:00 draw. Check out the flyer attached 
to this newsletter for more information. 
 
Over the Christmas break, volunteers will be working on rock 
maintenance and rock matching. Reminder: our last night of league 
play is Dec. 22. Our first night back is Sunday, Jan. 3. 
 
My sincere thanks to everyone who shares their valuable time and 
energy that helps to make our Club run smoothly for members and 
visitors. It’s been almost 60 years since our doors opened and 
we’re starting to plan our celebrations. Read more about it and 
other things going on at the Club in this newsletter. 

On behalf of the Board, have a safe and memorable holiday 
season. Merry Christmas!     

Lorne MacKinnon 
President, Elmira & District Curling Club 
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Bonspiel season off to a fantastic start 
 

 
 
November 14 we held the first glow-in-the-dark 
bonspiel of the season. We only filled one draw, 
which is normal for the fall bonspiel, however 
even with only one draw a fantastic time was 
had by all. We had a few new teams, including 
one from Buffalo! We went with all bacon prizes 
from Stemmler’s since the bonspiel is not 
competitive in nature; because really how 
competitive can you get glowing in the dark! We 
are already filling the March 12 bonspiel with 
returning teams and have a waiting list started. 
If you are interested in putting a team into the 
bonspiel, please email 
glowbonspiel@hotmail.com. 
 
Colleen Coghlin 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
OJCT Bantam cash spiel 
November 20-22, Elmira hosted our third annual 
bantam cash spiel with 16 rinks participating 
from across southern Ontario with $2,600 in 
prize money available to qualifying teams. 
 
The girls’ winners were Team Mackenzie Kiemele of 
Niagara Falls, undefeated through the event at 5-0. 
Team Kiemele features Mackenzie at skip, Katie 
Ford at third, Cassie Barnard at second, and Megan 

Ford at lead. 

 
 

Runners-up were Team Rachel Steele of Uxbridge, 
with Megan Daffern at third, Samantha Maki at 
second, and Lauren Hart at lead. 
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The boys’ champions are Team Del Conte of 
Hamilton Victoria, with Daniel at skip, Nykolas 
Moore at third, Vincent Barbon at second, and 
Samuel Guilbeault at lead.  

 

.  
 
 
Runners-up Team Shin-Culhane of Richmond Hill 
has Alden Shin-Culhane at skip, Ethan Chisamore-
Johnston at third, Charlie Randell at second, and 
Michael Daffern at lead. 
 

 
 

 

I would like to pass on my thanks to all of the 

Elmira volunteers who helped me with this 

event; Wes Johnson and the OJCT for their 

help and support, particularly with live scoring; 

Ryan Marshall and Allan Dickson of Elmira for 

getting the new cameras up and working on the 

Friday; Rob Shaw, our resident ice-maker; and 

all of the parents.  

I would also like to again thank our sponsors: 

Adventure Guide in Waterloo, Frey Building 

Contractors in Hawkesville, Programmed 

Insurance Brokers of Elmira, Century Group 

Financial in Waterloo, Martin Mills of Elmira, 

Rudow CARSTAR Autobody in Elmira, and the 

Elmira Kiwanis Club. This event, and our junior 

curling program, could not be run without their 

support. 

Glenn Paulley 
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The Thursday morning league is thriving! 

Most weekdays there’s very little activity at our 
Club during daylight hours. Thursdays are the 
exception! On Thursday mornings, all four 
sheets are busy with the young at heart as well 
as a few who are truly young (at least from the 
perspective of the ‘senior citizen’ drawmaster). 
This is social curling at its best .. a league of 10 
teams (40 curlers) with an additional 15 on the 
spare list. And if you suspect that winning isn’t a 
priority .. as well as exercise and fun... be 
advised that winners are highly motivated by the 
opportunity to gloat after buying the losers a cup 
of hot chocolate. If you’re interested in joining 
the merriment next curling year, get your 
application in early as spaces (maximum 40) fill 
quickly. On the other hand, it would be great if 
we could form another daytime league and 
expand on the use of our great facility. 

Lorne MacKinnon 

 
 
Elmira & District Curling Club turns 60 next 
season 

Next season our club 
celebrates a major milestone - 
our 60th Anniversary! A committee 
has been formed to plan some 
special events for next season. If you are 
interested in helping out, please contact Melody 
Martin. 

 
 
 

 
 
Scrap your old gripper for a chance to win! 
 

Older, worn out 
grippers tend to peel 
off small pieces of 
rubber from the 
outside that get left on 
the ice and can cause 
picks. 
 

To help keep our well maintained ice at its best, 
at the very least all curlers should be replacing 
their gripper once a year. 
 
Turn in your old gripper at the bar and receive a 
ticket for a draw to take place no later than 
January 15, 2016. Winner will receive $100 
cash. Tickets limited to two per member. 
 
 

Fall Clinic a great success 
 
Elmira successfully hosted 2 OCA clinics this 
past October: 
Club Coach: We had 13 participants in this 2 
day course (4 people from our Club), which 
teaches instructors how to coach at the Club 
level. Congrats to Allan Dickson, Andrew 
Paulley, Larry & Melody Martin on becoming 
Club Coach trained. A highlight of the weekend 
was bringing in some new curlers (most from 
Curling 101) so the instructors could practice 
their techniques.  A win-win all around! 
Curling Basics: The 10 participants in this 1 day 
course brushed up on their skills and enjoyed a 
5:1 student to teacher ratio. Everyone enjoyed 
the day and all feedback from the students was 
very positive. 
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2015 Home Hardware Bonspiel – three 
Elmira teams make it to the semis 
 

 
Trophy semis: David Miller, Melody Martin, Paul 
Miller, Ryan Player 
 

 
Trophy semis: Scott Coghlin, Ben Tupling, Doug 
Adams, Garry Heagy 

 

 
Cup semis: Allan Dickson, Dianne Crossley, Greg 
Clark and Ken Gilbert (sparing for Steve Chapman) 

 
Curling 101 update  
by Paul Fusari 

 
Our Curling 101 program has another full slate of 
40 students this Fall, and our upcoming session 
which begins on Jan. 28 is nearing capacity. Out 
of the Fall session we have gained 11 new 
members so far and I'm hopeful we'll get a few 
more. We also have many people who are taking 
the course twice. I would be lost without all of our 
talented instructors who give of their time to make 
this program successful - thank you very much!  I 
also want to extend a big thanks to the members 
who volunteer as coaches. There are still some 
volunteer spots for the next session if you are 
interested - please sign up on the duty sheets 

downstairs. 

Curling 101 fall grads 

Friday Novice League 

I am looking for a couple of players to fill out a 
10th team for Fridays at 8:30pm (Novice league).  
I would need one person with 5 years of 
experience or less and there is no restriction on 
the 2nd person.  If you are interested or know 
someone please let me know asap. The 2nd 
session starts on Jan 22. Thanks. 
Paul Fusari 
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Junior Curling Update 
By Glenn Paulley 

Our junior program continues to thrive with 49 
youth in the program, including 31 bantam and 
junior aged curlers, a club record. With all of the 
bantam players, particularly those on 
competitive teams, there are a lot of events and 
practices! Here are some highlights: 

 On Nov. 7, Elmira hosted the first Bantam 
Interclub of the 2015-2016 season. Interclub 
is a loose arrangement of youth programs in 
the area, with active clubs including Fergus, 
Acton, Palmerston, Shelburne, Alliston, 
Orangeville, Elora, and Elmira. At Interclub, 
clubs rotate donating ice time one Saturday 
a month so that teams have an opportunity 
to play against teams from other clubs with 
coaching support, including on-ice coaching 
support for younger teams. Our first 
Saturday Interclub in Elmira hosted 12 
teams from Orangeville, Fergus, Acton, 
Palmerston, Elora, and Elmira. The second 
Interclub of the season ran in Orangeville on 
December 5, with Elmira sending three 
teams. In the New Year, our first event is 
Acton’s Interclub on December 9. 

 We hosted our third annual OJCT cash 
bonspiel on the weekend of November 20-
22, which was a tremendous success. See 
the summary of that event elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 

 On Dec. 12-13, the K-W Granite Club in 
Waterloo ran their annual bantam cash spiel 

and Elmira was represented by Team Anika 
Molenaar who finished the 5-game round 
robin at 2-3. Veronica Bernard of our junior 
program skipped her rink, representing 
Richmond Hill, to a first-place finish in the 
2nd event. Congratulations to both teams! 

 The Junior program has purchased a rock 
timing system from Rock Hawk, a company 
based in Edmonton. We plan on using this 
invaluable device to enhance the training of 
our youth athletes. 

 Four youth from our Junior program, all 
students at Waterloo Collegiate Institute in 
Waterloo, won the A-side in Gore Schoolboy 
Zone 12 playdowns in Guelph last week. 
Skip Andrew Paulley, third Ryan Paulley, 
second Tony Domzella, and lead Linden 
Jorna will represent WCI at Gore Region 3 
playdowns in Chesley in February. 

 Finally, our fundraising for the Junior 
program, including this year’s TV raffle, 
permits our program to sponsor two youth 
athletes to attend the annual Trillium Curling 
Camps in Waterloo this coming August. 
Applications for sponsorship have been 
distributed to all of the bantam and junior 
athletes in the program and applications 
close on Dec. 24. A selection committee of 
three members, Pat Johnson, Dianne 
Crossley, and Sheila Smith-Jones, will 
evaluate the applications and select the 
winning applications, which will be 
announced in early January. It is our intent 
to make this sponsorship a permanent 
feature of our Elmira junior program. 
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Where do our members live? 

Elmira 65 
Waterloo 102 
Kitchener 35 
St Jacobs 14 
Conestogo 5 
Wallenstein 8 
Guelph 4 
Other 31 

 
TV raffle 
 
We have a beautiful new 60" Panasonic CS560 
television in the lounge this season, and once 
again our big screen will be raffled off as an 
annual fundraiser. Tickets are available at the 
bar and are 1 for $10 or 3 for $20 (only 500 
tickets will be sold). The TV raffle has been a 
significant fundraiser for the Club and members 
are encouraged to buy tickets, and make them 
available to family and friends.  Many thanks for 
your support! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
50/50 draw 
 
Our 50/50 weekly draw has started with 
proceeds going to ongoing improvements 
around the Club. There is a binder and payment 
jar located at the bar.  
 
 
Reminder for spares 
 
If you recruit a spare who is not an Elmira Club 
member, please remind them that they need to 
pay their $12.50 to the bartender at the end of 
their game. Thanks. 
 
 
Used books 
 
Thanks to everyone who buys and donates 
books. Please continue to bring in your used 
books and leave them on the bookshelf for your 
fellow Club members to purchase and enjoy.  
 
 

Pro-Shop 
 

Our Pro Shop welcomes back curlers both new 
and returning for another great season. We 
carry an extensive range of curling supplies 
from Goldline, Balance Plus and Tournament 
Sports. If you don’t see what you want, check 
out our suppliers’ websites. We can order from 
any of them. All profits from the shop go to 
support our curling programs here at the club. 
For purchases see Virginia Henry, Linda 
Dickson or Brian Henry. 
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Your 2015-2016 Board of Directors 
 

President Lorne MacKinnon 

Past President Bill Barr 

Vice-President Paul Fusari 

Secretary Donna Trimble 

Treasurer Dianne Sherwood 

Assistant Treasurer Ian Mathers 

Membership Manager Colleen Coghlin 

Food Services Dianne Crossley 

House Facilities Lavern Brubacher 

Club & Special Events Melody Martin 

Junior Curling Glenn Paulley 

Communications Pat Johnson 

Director at Large Ryan Marshall 

 
There is a binder behind the bar with Club By-Laws and Board meeting minutes. Minutes are also 
available on the Club website. 
 
Next Board meeting is Jan. 7 at 6:30 p.m. Watch for the meeting schedule posted at the Club and 
members are invited to attend these meetings. If you have any comments or suggestions about 
anything at the club, please feel free to contact a board member to discuss.  If you’re interested in 
becoming a board member, please contact Lorne MacKinnon. 
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Chocolate Lovers Ladies Bonspiel 

 

Join us for our annual Bonspiel  

Sat. Jan. 9/16 

Two 8-end games 

Openings available in the  

11 am draw 

Chocolate Speciality Drinks 

Sit down lunch  

All meat prizes 

 

& Draw Prizes all at the  

great value of … 

$140 per team 

Elmira & District Curling Club     
Contact: Lisa Howell 

lisa_howell@rogers.com 
519-669-5182 

 

        

http://www.elmiracurlingclub.ca/
http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://i.huffpost.com/gen/1895765/images/o-CHOCOLATE-facebook.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ellen-sarver-dolgen/tastes-great-keeps-you-he_b_5528228.html&h=1000&w=2000&tbnid=uvXDurl6jiNPFM:&docid=jb1jIl9U26hrYM&ei=QXM5VpHZFIfbefOXm6AP&tbm=isch&ved=0CIUBEDMoSjBKahUKEwjR_Z734fXIAhWHbR4KHfPLBvQ
http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://i.huffpost.com/gen/1895765/images/o-CHOCOLATE-facebook.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.huffingtonpost.com/ellen-sarver-dolgen/tastes-great-keeps-you-he_b_5528228.html&h=1000&w=2000&tbnid=uvXDurl6jiNPFM:&docid=jb1jIl9U26hrYM&ei=QXM5VpHZFIfbefOXm6AP&tbm=isch&ved=0CIUBEDMoSjBKahUKEwjR_Z734fXIAhWHbR4KHfPLBvQ
mailto:lisa_howell@rogers.com

